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Introduction

1. T h i s  submission is made by the Legislation Advisory Committee (LAC).

3. T h e  terms of reference of the LAC include:
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2, T h e  LAC was established to provide advice to the Government on good
legislative practice, legislative proposals, and public law issues. The LAC has
produced and updates the Legislation Advisory Committee Guidelines:
Guidelines on the Process and Content of Legislation (LAC Guidelines) as
appropriate benchmarks for legislation. The LAC Guidelines have been
adopted by Cabinet.

(a) t o  scrutinise and make submissions to the appropriate body on aspects
of Bills introduced into Parliament that affect public law or raise public
law issues:

(b) t o  help improve the quality of law-making by attempting to ensure that
legislation gives clear effect to government policy, ensuring that
legislative proposals conform w i th  the L A C  Guidelines, and
discouraging the promotion of unnecessary legislation.
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4. T h e  LAC considered the Bill at its meeting on 15 October 2010. It has two
concerns about the Bill which it wishes to place before the committee. These
concerns relate to  the Financial Markets Authority's power to  bring
proceedings in the name of investors (clause 34), and the limited appeal rights
from decisions of the Financial Markets Authority (clauses 113 and 156) and
from decisions of the Securities Markets Rulings Panel (new section 40ZH of
the Securities Markets Act).

Power to bring proceedings on behalf of investors

5. A  new power in Part 3 subpart (3) o f  the Bill (clause 34) empowers the
Financial Markets Authority to exercise any person's right of action against a
financial market participant (including its directors), an auditor, or a Securities
Act "expert" who makes an expert statement in a prospectus or other offer
document. C i v i l  proceedings subject to  this power include any civil
proceedings under any o f  the financial markets legislation, such as
enforcement of the directors' duties in the Companies Act, as well as any
proceedings alleging fraud, negligence or breach of statutory duty, that arise
out of  an investigation by the Financial Markets Authority. The power is
modelled on  section 50 o f  the Australian Securities and Investments
Commission Act 2001. A similar power existed for a period in New Zealand
under the Securities Markets Amendment Act 2001 that enabled the Securities
Commission to exercise a public issuer's right to bring an action in cases of
insider trading, but this was repealed in 2006.

6. W e  note that the Minister of Commerce, in the first reading speech on the Bill
made on his behalf, recorded that this is a significant new power and that he
will be particularly interested in submissions made to the Committee on this
specific matter.

7. W e  wish to draw the Committee's attention to some key differences between
the proposed power in the Bill, and the Australian power:

• T h e  Australian power allows the Australian Securities and Investment
Commission (ASIC) to commence proceedings on behalf of a company
with or without the company's consent, but on behalf of another entity or
,person only with their consent,

• T h e  Australian power does not allow ASIC to take over proceedings that
have already been commenced.

• T h e  Australian power does not include the recovery of  litigation costs
from a person on behalf o f  whom an action is brought by ASIC.

8. T h e  LAC is concerned about the fairness of expecting a private litigant to pay
the costs of litigation that is conducted in the public interest and without their
consent. I t  is questionable whether the private benefit sought from civil
litigation conducted by a private litigant could necessarily be obtained in the
course of litigation that is conducted in the public interest, and yet the private
litigant could be required to fund the public interest litigation. The incentives
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for settlement of any particular case as against prolonging litigation may be
quite different depending on whether the litigation is conducted by the
regulatory authority or by a private individual. The nature of any settlement
achieved may also be quite different depending on whether the litigation is
being conducted in the public or the private interest.

9. T h e  view of  the LAC is that the Australian power is a more appropriate
balance between the public interest (as determined by the regulatory authority)
and the private rights of action of investors. The LAC submits that the power
should be amended to be consistent with the Australian power in  these
respects.

Appeals

10. T h e  Bill departs from the usual safeguard of providing at least two levels of
appeal, firstly a right of review or appeal on the merits, and then a further right
of appeal on points o f  law. The LAC guidelines note that appeal rights
function to serve both a private and a public purpose (paragraph 13.1.2). The
private purpose is to provide redress to a particular party affected by a first
instance decision that was made wrongly. The public purpose is to maintain a
high standard of decision-making by public bodies by allowing scrutiny of
first instance decisions. Limiting appeal rights in the Bill would remove the
opportunity to correct material factual errors. The LAC guidelines suggest that
an appeal by way or rehearing usually strikes the appropriate balance between
providing sufficient flexibility to achieve error correction and the need for
appeals to be resolved expeditiously (paragraph 13.4.1). It should be noted that
appeals by way of rehearing do not necessarily involve a rehearing of all the
evidence again; in fact the appellate body must refrain from a general retrial as
there is a presumption that the first instance decision is correct and will only
be overturned i f  it was not supportable on the evidence, or the first instance
decision maker was plainly wrong (paragraph 13.4.2).

11. T h e  Bi l l  would l imit appeals from decisions o f  the Financial Markets
Authority under the Securities Act (such as its powers to prohibit offers and
allotments) and the Securities Markets Act (such as its powers to obtain
information and give directions to exchanges, as well as its powers to make
prohibition, corrective and disclosure orders) to appeals on points of law only
(see clauses 113, 156). The Bill would also limit appeals from decisions of the
Securities Markets Rulings Panel to appeals on points of law only. In the case
of appeals against monetary orders made by the Rulings Panel (for example
compensation, refunds, and pecuniary penalties) the type o f  order and its
amount can be challenged, but not necessarily the decision of the Panel that
forms the basis for the order. (See proposed section 40ZG of the Securities
Markets Act).

12. T h e  Rulings Panel has the power to make a wide variety of orders under
proposed new section 40Z of the Securities Markets Act, including publication
orders, education orders, probation orders, orders affecting listing, orders
affecting authorisation to participate, remedial action orders, compliance
orders, monetary orders (including pecuniary penalty orders) and costs orders,


